Sample of the Third Grade Teacher’s Manual

Introduction

The McRufty Press Third Phonics Language Arts continues the McRuffy Phonics and Reading series. The
program is designed to build reading and language skills, review the phonetic and spelling structure of
words, and incorporate handwriting into the process.

In this curriculum there is less emphasis on teaching phonics skills. Most students will have mastered the
basics of phonics after completing the other McRufty Press levels. The phonics concepts will be reviewed,
and more importantly, applied to more complex words.

Reading material is not as closely associated with the phonics concepts as in previous levels. The story
structure is more sophisticated, with many more words and less re-reading. The child’s phonetic knowledge
is more naturally applied to any material that is read, so the purpose of the reading material is focused more
on developing other reading skills such as comprehension skills, reading fluency, vocabulary development,
and volition (an interest in reading).

An important part of the reading development involves the questions about the story that are found in the
Teacher’s Manual. Questions are constructed in several ways to reach different thinking levels: basic
knowledge, application, synthesis, analysis, inference, and evaluation. Students are often asked to relate
material to their own experiences. Asking students the make predictions about what happens next in the
story requires students to synthesize facts from the story as well as their own knowledge to make a guess.

The lesson plan structure is the same as the other McRuffy Press levels. Lesson plans are broken into three
sections; a numbered list of lesson objectives, a listing of materials used, and a teaching section with
numbers that are correlated to the lesson objectives. In parenthesis after each lesson objective is a letter
that designates the main category the objective is teaching; P for Phonics, S for spelling, L for language,
R for reading, H for handwriting, and CW for creative writing.

Students will be given weekly spelling lists. The spelling words are based on the phonics concepts. Students
will be given a pretest at the beginning of the week and a test at the end of the week.

Creative writing assignments are basically story starters. The teacher has the freedom to decide how much
of the writing process is applied to the stories. You may want to have students write a few paragraphs or
a few pages. Assignments can be completed in a single class session, or stories may be more fully developed
over a number of days. You may set requirements for students to fully develop one story a quarter of their
choosing. Writing may be kept in a writing journal.

Grammar and other language arts basics are taught and reviewed on a daily basis. Generally, the first lesson
of the week has an emphasis on semantics (word structure) and vocabulary introduction, the next lesson
focuses on syntax (sentence structure and grammar). The third lesson generally emphasizes higher level
language skills such as analogies and categorizing. The fourth lesson features the creative writing assignment,
and the last lesson deals more with larger text structure such as inference and main idea. Some variation
of this structure does occur in the curriculum.

Handwriting assignments are given in the Lesson Plans. The sentences feature words from the vocabulary
and spelling lists. Reproducible cursive letter practice sheets are included in this teacher’s manual. Optional
handwriting books give students prepared sheets that correspond to the Lesson Plans. The transitional
handwriting books offer additional practice with cursive letter formation.
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